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Rich Padova of the Global 
Studies Dept. is accepting ad- 
vance orders for his second book, 
“Who Are They? A Look at Vice 
Presidential Spouses From Abi- 
gail Adams to Karen Pence.” 

Copies of the book, due out 
this summer, will be available 
free of charge to Northern Essex 
students, faculty and staff at 
the start of the Fall semester. 
Personal inscriptions will also be 
provided upon request. 

To reserve a free copy (one 
per person, please) contact Rich 
at rpadova@nece.mass.edu or 


leave a message at 978-556-3297. 


Making History and Giv- 

ing Voice as the First Latina 
Surgeon General of the United 
States. 

Dr. Antonia Novello, former 
Surgeon General, will speak at 
NECC. She made history as the 
first woman and first Hispanic 
to ever hold this office. She was 
named 14th Surgeon General of 
the United States by George Bush 
in 1990. 

Come listen to her inspire audi- 
ences to follow their dreams on: 
March 22, at 1la.m. at the 
Lawrnce El Hefni Health and 
Technology center. 


Upcoming Knights — 
games: 


SOFTBALL: 

Tuesday, March 28 from 
3:30p.m-5p.m. away at Southern 
Maine CC 

Saturday, April 1 from noon- 
4:30p.m. at West Chester CC 

Wednesday, April 5 from 
3:30p.m-5p.m at home vs. New 
Hampshire Technical Institute 


BASEBALL: 

Tuesday, March 28 from 3:30 
p-m - 5p.m at home vs. Southern 
Maine CC 

Thursday, March 30 from 3:30 
p-m- 5p.m at home vs. Mass Bay 
Tes 
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School responds to cuts 


Some certificates 
and degrees 


eliminated 
By GENEVIEVE SCHERER 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 

On March 7, the Northern 
Essex Community College pres- 
ident’s cabinet voted on which 
programs were to be cut from 
the school, and decided to in- 
activate six certificates and two 
associate degree programs. The 
programs being affected by these 
cuts include the Computer Ap- 
plications, Computer Forensics 
Basic, Dance Education, Elec- 
tronic Health Record Specialist, 
Information Technology Fluency, 
and Ophthalmic Assistant Certif- 
icates. Also being cut are associ- 
ate degrees in General Studies: 
Dance Option and Liberal Arts: 
Theater Option. 

Some students and faculty 
members are angered by the cuts, 
and those who are impacted want 
answers as to why these cuts were 
necessary. 

Lane Glenn, president of 
NECC, says the college has been 
undergoing the audits over the 
past few months, and the school 
has been “examining every de- 
gree and certificate we offer to 
ensure they are effective for stu- 
dents, transfer institutions, and 
employers, and that they make 
efficient use of resources and are 
financially viable.” 

During the auditing process, 
the school had involvement from 
faculty leaders, staff and admin- 
istrators. Student demand, em- 
ployment after graduation, and 
competition was all taken into 
consideration when examining 
the programs. Glenn also states 
that “an internally conducted 
financial analysis looked at pro- 
gram cost and revenue; and an 
impact analysis provided by 
faculty leaders reviewed factors 
such as a program’s value to the 
college and external community.” 

After evaluating these factors, 
the programs were put into one of 
four different categories. Those 
categories, according to Glenn, 
were “those that have potential 
for growth and would benefit 
from an investment of resourc- 
es; those that are doing well and 
should be sustained; those with 
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NECC Ballet photo headlines the change.org site advocat- 


ing saving the dance program. 


problems that we believe can be 
solved; and those that should be 
inactivated.” 

When deciding on new pro- 
grams that would be introduced 
to the school, Glenn assures that 
student and community needs 
were kept in mind. “These rec- 
ommendations were shared with 
faculty and staff for feedback. 
That feedback, with all of the 
information from the audit analy- 
ses, was shared with the college’s 
cabinet for final consideration 
and approval.” 

Some at the school feel these 
program cuts were necessary, 
owing to the school experiencing 
“significant financial challenges 
as a result of climbing costs, re- 
duced state support, and declin- 
ing enrollment.” 

Glenn also adds that NECC 
has been experiencing financial 
hardships “Like nearly every oth- 
er college in the state and across 
the nation.” 

NECC’s Director of Pub- 
lic Relations Ernie Greenslade 
adds that while the schools is 
state-supported, only a percent- 
age of funds come from the state. 
“We rely heavily on tuition and 
fees, federal, state and private 
grants and contracts, and oth- 
er sources of revenue to keep 
the college financially solvent,” 
she said. In 1987, state support 
in Massachusetts accounted for 
around 75 percent of the NECC 
budget. However, since state sup- 


port has been declining, 35 per- 
cent of the school’s budget this 
year was from the state. 

As a factor of the chang- 
ing economy, enrollment has 
been declining. Greenslade says 
“When the economy is doing 
well, community colleges across 
the country face enrollment 
drops, primarily because we no 
longer enroll as many unem- 
ployed people who are training 
for new careers and because more 
people are working which means 
they are taking fewer courses. In 
FY 16, we had a full-time equiva- 
lency enrollment of 3,871 which 
was down significantly from five 
years earlier, when we enrolled 
.. 4,662. As a result of these en- 
rollment declines, we're losing 
tuition and fee revenue and our 
budget is taking a hit.” 

Glenn said changing program 
offerings is only natural for any 
college, and “The history of near- 
ly any college or university, in- 
cluding community colleges like 
NECC, reflects the constantly 
changing cultures and economies 
of the students and communities 
it serves.” The community col- 
lege president feels that if jobs 
are being performed responsibly, 
the “curriculum, degree offer- 
ings, services, support, and even 
student body are always chang- 
ing and evolving along with the 
world around us.” 


Continued on page 6 


HaverhillCampus =” 
(This is a selection of some é 
log items.) ee 
»3/10: Fire alarm went t off in 
SC109, smoke detector dirty. 
Alarm was acknowledged and 
silenced; maintenance was 
notified. 

3/14, 5:22 a.m: alarm troubl 
in SC. ; 
3/17 11:05 a.m.: Staff mem-— 
ber falling ill. 

3/20: Fire alams being tested 
notified by maintenance, 


Lawrence Campus — 4 
(This is a selection of some 4 
log items.) 


3/11/17: Public salty car no} 
safe to operate. foxes 


Haverhill Campa 
100 Elliott St... 
room C-112(b) 
BISCO f 
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Being a 20-year-old grandma 


Living the life of a 
grandma is the best 


thing ever 
By Battery Torrissi 
Editor-in-Chief 

Going to bed at 9, reading 
books for fun, getting soup be- 
fore every meal, making sure 
your friends are always home 
safe, always being the DD, being 
a 20-year-old grandma is the life 
for me. 

My weekends consist of work- 
ing, looking at recipes on pinter- 
est and cooking them, laundry, 
cleaning the house, and sleeping 
.. a lot. I never want to go out or 
do anything, because I am so tired 
from my week that I had just fin- 
ished. Laying in bed with a book, 
and or a movie is my favorite past 
time. 

My bedtime is always before 
10. And “bedtime” means laying 
in bed with a book until I close 
my eyes with my bathrobe on. Ex- 
citing to me is a hot shower and 
getting into bed. It’s always hard 
for me to stay out and up past mid 


night. 

When I went to Plymouth 
State, I never was the friend to go 
out. I was always in the library, 
studying, reading or watching my 
show. My friends always called 
me grandma because I always 
told them to go out and have fun, 
and was long out cold before they 
came back. 

My favorite sayings are “I’m do- 
ing just ducky” and everyone tells 
me my vocabulary is very similar 
to my 73-year-old memere. 

Speaking of memere, she also 
is just about the only person I do 
hang out with. We go to Barnes 
and Noble for fun, go out for 
lunch, and hit Christmas Tree 
shop, where I never leave empty 
handed. Between Christmas Tree 
Shop and the Paper Store, | am an 
avid grandma shopper. 

I obsess over my dog almost as 
hard as my grandma does. I swear 
she talks back to me. You know 
that grandma that talks to their 
dog for 20 minutes insisting that 
they’re answering ... yes that is me. 

If you ask anyone about me, 
they'll tell you I am always cold. I 
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Yours truly, Bailey Torrissi, writing her story about being a 20 year old grandma ... look- 
ing like a 20 year old grandma. 


always have a blanket, extra socks, 
and multiple layers. Even so, ’'m 
still shivering. I sleep with 4 blan- 
kets on my bed, glasses on, hair in 
a bun. 

My favorite TV shows consist 
of anything on the Food Network, 
Law and Order SVU, and Fami- 
ly Feud. I’ve probably seen every 
episode of Chopped, and I know 


how every episode of Law and Or- 
der is going to end. 

I get excited to cook and bake, 
no matter what it is. Cookies are 
my favorite, and salmon with veg- 
gies are my favorite dinner ... bor- 
ing I know. 

But that’s what happens when 
you live the life of a grandma. 

You enjoy staying in, sleep- 


(RAREST 


ing early, cooking, moming your 
friends, obsessing over animals, 
and getting excited when a new 
episode of Chopped airs. You nev- 
er leave the house without an ex- 
tra layer, and you have to call your 
family 20 times a day. 

I live the life, and wouldn't 
change a thing. 


What did you do over Spring 


I went to the St. Patty’s 
Day parade in Boston. 


SAMANTHA SAHLAS 
PYSCHOLOGY 


t 


I played a show with 
my band at the Sons of 
Liberty in Haverhill. 
Nick HOLMES 


BUSINESS 


— 


Break? 


= 


I drove to Florida with 
my friends. 


MEGHAN RIDLEY 
LIBERAL ARTS 


I saw the new Beauty 
and the Beast film. 


CARMEN LUCIANO 
LIBERAL ARTS 


I went to PAX East, a 
gaming convention in 
Boston. 

SEAN Morrissey 


LIBERAL ARTS 


I went to see Bring Me 
the Horizon and got 
into a crazy mosh pit. 
BRIAN CHAVARRIA 


LAB. SCIENCE 
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Lawrence campus not getting enough love? 
Students and faculty recognize dynamics | | 


between Haverhill and Lawrence campuses 


By Courtney SPERA 
Opinion Epitror 


Students from the Student 
Engagement Center and fac- 
ulty members alike share their 
feelings about the dyanmics 
between the Haverhill and Law- 
rence campus over the years. 

Jenny Fielding, library coor- 
dinator for the Lawrence cam- 
pus was able to provide a per- 
spective from an_ institutional 
background. She says that the 
legacy of the Lawrence campus 
growth carries on. 

“We used to be one building 
that had classes sometimes,” 
Fielding says, “In the past 5 
years or so [Lawrence] has 
grown to be its own real cam- 
pus.” 

With a brand new science 
building and services such as the 
One Stop Center, “students can 
now register on campus, which 
wasn’t always the case,” Field- 
ing says. 

Tutoring is now equivalent 
on both campuses. 

Since the Lawrence campus 
started out as a satellite campus, 
it is often still seen as the sec- 
ondary campus. 

Fielding recognizes there are 
different dynamics between the 
two urban and suburban cam- 
puses. She says that NECC is 
~ aware of this and has been trying 
to bring the services up to speed. 

Fielding was involved in the 
last round of strategic planning 
where Lawrence was one of the 
top priorities. 

“We worked on growing ser- 
vices on the Lawrence campus 
so the disparities between the 
two campuses would be less,” 
Fielding says. 


SG Guan lely ees = 


People have a misconception about the 
Lawrence campus. 
- Student Ambassador, Sara Ramirez 


SS eg 


Even though all of the things 
you can do in Haverhill you can 
now do in Lawrence, it is still 
seen as a secondary campus, 
Fielding says. 

Fielding says that students 
and faculty may have different 
perspectives. “Faculty who have 
been here for years and years 
remember when there was no 
El-Hefni building. We remem- 
ber when there was no tutoring 
on [Lawrence] campus.” She 
shares that even though the stu- 
dents have a more short term 
view, they are seeing the grow- 
ing pains through the evolution. 

Student Ambassador and 
Vice President of the Haverhill 
Student Senate, Sara Ramirez 
recognizes the difference be- 
tween Haverhill’s secluded 
campus and Lawrence’s cam- 
pus being right in the middle of 
the city. 

“J feel that Lawrence does 
not get as much attention as 
Haverhill,” Ramirez says, “re- 
alistically, there are no common 
spaces to hold events.” 

Ramirez brings attention to 
this past year’s Transfer Day 
where the Haverhill campus 
had 53 colleges show up and the 
Lawrence campus event could 
be seen as an afterthought. 

Several students brought 
attention to the lasting stigma 


This paper is your voice, too! 
We want to see what you have 
to say. 


You can reach 


— usat: 


978. 556-3027 
~ observer@necc. mass. os : 


around the urban campus. 

“People have a misconcep- 
tion about the Lawrence cam- 
pus,” Ramirez says, “I’ve had 
my stuff stolen more times in 
Haverhill than in Lawrence. I’ve 
had my stuff returned to me in 
Lawrence every time.” 

NECC student Carla Gon- 
zalez said, “I choose to be in 
Lawrence because it feels like 
home,” even though she has the 
option to go to both campuses. 

“Everyone staff and non-staff 
that has helped me has been 
from the Lawrence campus,” 
Gonzalez says. From spending 
some time on the Lawrence 
campus and getting familiar 
with students and faculty, it is 
clear that there has been a ste- 
reotype around the Lawrence 
campus. It is evident that North- 
ern Essex faculty and staff are 
working towards making Law- 
rence wholefully equal to the 
Haverhill campus. With enroll- 
ment and resources increasing 
at the Lawrence campus, paired 
with an open mindset from the 
students, the negative conno- 
tation with Lawrence may be 
dispelled. With new art and eco 
friendly projects paired with 
new restaurants like El Taller, 
Lawrence is an underappreciat- 
ed campus of the two Northern 
Essex options. 


Photo NECC Newsroom 


Dr. Ibrahim El-Hefni health and technology center. 


Photo courtesy NECC Newsroom 
Outdoor space for Lawrence campus to use for studying or 


recreation. 


Letter to the editor: 
Arts shouldn’t be cut 


Dear Editor, 


I am writing this letter on be- 
half of the Northern Essex Com- 
munity College Professional As- 
sociation (NECCPA) in support 
of maintaining the Dance and 
Theater programs. 

NECC is experiencing finan- 
cial challenges due to the de- 
crease in enrollments. To address 
this, NECC conducted a program 
audit; the audit used three crite- 
ria: Program Portfolio, Financial, 
and Other Impact Analyses to 
determine the health of each pro- 
gram. The result of this process 
was to recommend the inactiva- 
tion of eight academic programs 
including both the Dance and 
Theater options. Although the 


loss of any program is troubling, 
the elimination of the Performing 
Arts is particularly distressing. 
We have seen a push to have 
students graduate quickly and to 
be “job ready” when they leave. 
We have put the focus on STEM 
programs in order to capitalize 
on the growing opportunities in 
STEM fields. While this focus 
on STEM programs is under- 
standable; it is also short-sighted. 
By marginalizing the arts we are 
denying our students the opportu- 
nity to discover and nurture their 
creative side. We have seen major 


_ cuts to the Arts programs in K-12, 


so for many students this may be 
the first time they have had the 
chance to explore the arts. The 
Performing Arts allow students 


to push their boundaries and take 
risks; by challenging themselves 
they develop more self-confi- 
dence. 

We should be encouraging cre- 
ativity and an appreciation of the 
arts. We should be supporting stu- 
dents who have had limited suc- 
cess in a traditional classroom, 
but have flourished on the stage. 
Creativity must be supported; it is 
a core value of education. 

The position of the NECCPA 
is that the Performing Arts should 
not be eliminated, on the con- 
trary, these programs should be 
cultivated and given the opportu- 
nity to grow. 

Sincerely, 

Linda Giampa, President 

NECCPA 
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Students enjoyed their spring breaks 


NECC welcomes students back to 


finish the spring semester after a much- 
needed break for students and faculty 


By Justin Lucctano 
News Editor 


The semester has officially 
resumed after a nine-day spring 
break and a much-needed break 
for most. 

Breaks varied in so many 
ways some went to events or fes- 
tivals nearby while others trav- 
eled out of state and most just 
stayed home and relaxed, worked 
or kept up with their studies. 

Eight weeks of school have 
been completed and only eigh- 
tremain now that spring break 
has passed. 

“J just worked and took it 
easy,” said Jared Richard, a Jour- 
nalism and Communication ma- 
jor when asked how he spent his 
spring break. 

Most can probably relate to 
Richard since college students, 
especially community college 
students, have tight funds and 
usually can’t afford trips to Can- 
cun, Mexico or the Bahamas 


with friends to cut loose and 
have a good time. 
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My homework was very easy, because the 
boy doesn’t procrastinate, he’s a savage. 
- Andrew Auguste 


Aq long’as studente relied) 7 See a 


over break that is good, because 
that is what spring break is for. I 

t’s a mid-semester break to 
give the students a nice break so 
they don’t get too stressed. 

It’s very strange that the 
first semester doesn’t provide 
a week long break like this one 
but it does provide Thanksgiving 
break which is a nice mid-semes- 
ter break too, just a bit shorter. 

Some students who don’t 
work but stayed home for break 
focused on having a good time 
and unwinding last week. 

Andrew Auguste, a biology 
major who attends UMass Am- 
herst as well but came hom eto 
take classes at NECC to save 
money said he used the time to 
chill and party. 

Before break many students 
had midterm exams, presenta- 
tions, projects and essays so this 
break was a much-needed break 


for students who hopefully took 
advantage like Auguste and did 
what they love to do to relax and 
have fun. 

Students also traveled to ei- 
ther visit family, look at colleges 
to transfer to, or just to have fun. 

Alicia Debosse a Business 
Transfer Major took a nice trip to 
Florida. “I went to Florida with 
friends to just unwind and tan,” 
said Debosse about her trip. 

A week seems too. short 
though because it flies by but any 
longer it would cut into summer 
vacation so students were asked 
about the length of spring break 
or the placement of it. “I kind of 
wish it was in April, to be honest, 
because of the better weather,” 
said Richard. This makes sense 
considering how cold it was and 
the big snowstorm that happened 
that brought the snow back that 
disappeared from the warm 


Education / Engincering 
Health Sciences / Law 


| Medicine / Nursing 


| opportunities for growth, through professional 


Experience a program that gives 
| your passion a platform. 


Quinnipiac’s world-sized classrooms blend rigorous 


academics and practical experiences to give your fire a 
focus, preparing you for a promising fucure in the real 
world. Attentive faculty create personalized, empowering 


connections and a long record of success. 


Explore your potential at qu.edu 


weeks before spring break. Many 
students like Debosse solved 
this problem by simply going to 
warmer places. “A week is per- 
fect, offers enough time to travel, 
but isn’t long enough that you go 
into total vacation mode,” said 
Debosse. This makes sense since 
if it was too long students could 
get too relaxed and get lazy and 
their studies would probably suf- 
fer. Auguste also likes that spring 
break is one week but worded 
it quite uniquely, “A week for 
break is fine, but summer needs 
to come sooner, because then 
you can see the snow bunnies 
in the sand.” Auguste is right of 
course because summer is fast 
approaching and I’m sure stu- 
dents share his excitement for the 
upcoming summer vacation. 
This college break isn’t a 
complete break since students 
still are assigned homework, 


some more than others. S 

ome students receive take 
home tests, essays, projects, and 
other homework assignments 
while others get light workloads 
like Auguste. “My homework 
was very easy, because the boy 
(Auguste) doesn’t procrastinate, 
he’s (Auguste) a savage,” said 
Auguste about his workload, and 
hopefully most students tack- 
led their work early and with 
as much success as Auguste be- 
cause finishing a break getting 
work done the last minute is 
very stressful which defeats the 
purpose of spring break. Some 
students ran into this problem of 
leaving their work until the end 
of break, like Debosse, who said 
“T had too much work, but I was 
away and wasn’t having it, so I 
just did it all the last weekend of 
break once I came home, so that 
sucked.” 

Now it’s time for students and 
faculty to get back to work and 
grind on through these last re- 
maining weeks. Focus is key and 
procrastinating is less forgivable 
since the semester is coming to 
an end, and students only have 
so much time to make-up assign- 
ments. 


Veteran expo 


NECC holds Veteran and _ Williams, NECC veteran and military 


Military Expo for career 


opportunities. 
By NECC Newsroom Starr 
Correspondent 

Northern Essex Community College 
will hold a Veteran and Military Expo fo- 
cusing on career opportunities and veter- 
an resources on Monday, March 27, from 
11 a.m. to | p.m. in the atrium of the Dim- 
itry Building on the Lawrence campus, 45 
Franklin St. The event is open to everyone 
at NECC and the surrounding community. 

Representatives from Northern Essex 
will be available to review educational 
options and resources available to veter- 
ans and active military personnel. 

Human resource representatives from 
GE Aviation, Verizon Wireless and more 
will discuss employment possibilities. 
Professionals from area resource provid- 
ers will be on hand to review veterans’ 
services. 

Professional resume reviews will also 
be available. 

For additional information contact Jeff 


. 
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services coordinator at 978-556-3631 or 
jwilliams@necc.mass.edu. 

This event, which is free and open 
to all veterans and veteran personnel, is 
sponsored by NECC’s Veteran & Military 
Services and Career & Experiential Edu- 
cation. 

To learn more about opportunities 
available to veterans at NECC, visit the 
website. 

With campuses in Haverhill and Law- 
rence, Northern Essex Community Col- 
lege offers over 70 associate degree and 
certificate programs as well as hundreds 
of noncredit courses designed for person- 
al enrichment and career growth. Close 
to 6.000 students are enrolled in credit 
associate degree and certificate programs 
on the Haverhill and Lawrence campuses; 
and another 6,700 take noncredit work- 
force development and community educa- 
tion classes on campus, and at businesses 
and community sites across the Merri- 
mack Valley. Northern Essex is the only 
state college located in the lower Merri- 
mack Valley Region of Massachusetts. 
For more information, visit the website at 
www.necc.mass.edu. 
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Online classes give students another entryway 


NECC working hard 
to expand online 


flexibility for students 
By Mercepez McManus 
Correspondent 

Online education at Northern 
Essex Community College seems 
to be a viable option for students 
who require a bit of flexibility 
when it comes to school. 

NECC offers a myriad of dif- 
ferent face-to-face classes, but it 
also offers a great deal of online 
classes in a variety of subjects. 

From literature to astronomy 
to public speaking (yes— you 
read that right!), students are able 
to take classes tailored to their in- 
dividual schedules and personal 
needs. 

Online learning not only offers 
flexibility for busy college stu- 
dents, but it also allows for stu- 
dents to work at their own pace. 


“T like being able to do a class 
from home,” says NECC student 
Cassie Ellson, who has taken two 
online courses. 

Online classes do not require 
students to commute to campus 
in order to complete a course, 
which is incredibly helpful for 
those who may not have reliable 
transportation options or any ex- 
tended blocks of free time to ded- 
icate to school. 

“tT can also do homework 
while I’m on break from work,” 
says Ellson. 

In addition, Ellson really en- 
joys the fact that online class- 
es allow her to work at her own 
pace, but she does warn that this 
is a “double-edged sword,” fur- 
ther saying that one needs to be 
organized in order to complete 
all of the online work in a timely 
manner. 

NECC student Aubrie Camp- 
bell, who has taken a total of 


seven online courses, also enjoys 
the flexibility offered by online 
learning. 

“Online classes aren’t as fast- 
paced as a regular course,” says 
Campbell, “And you’re allowed 
to break it down for your own 
pace.” 

Campbell also feels that online 
classes are more involved than 
some face-to-face classes, as one 
has access to the materials in an 
online class all the time, where- 
as most face-to-face classes only 
meet two or three times a week. 

“They keep me busy, which I 
like,” says Campbell. However, 


constant access to online materi- 
als is not always a good thing. 

Campbell does not enjoy the 
fact that some online assignment 
due dates can be weird, like on 
Friday or Saturday nights. 

In addition, Campbell says, 
“When the college is closed, [on- 
line classes] aren’t closed.” 

NECC Professor Patricia Por- 
tanova, who is currently teach- 
ing two online public speaking 
courses, is another fan of online 
education. 

“Online courses are very 
structured, which is helpful from 
a teaching perspective,” says Por- 


FUE ST a es 


Online courses are very structured, which 
is helpful from a teaching perspective. 
- Patricia Portanova 
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tanova. 

This amount of structure al- 
lows for both professors and stu- 
dents to stay on track with any 
assigned work. 

Further, Portanova says, “I 
like that I’m able to lay out the 
{online] class, as opposed to a 
face-to-face class.” 

Most online courses are com- 
pletely organized from start to 
finish, and, from the very first day 
of the course, students are able to 
view what they’re going to do 
throughout the semester, includ- 
ing assignments and their exact 
due dates. 

Portanova does warn that on- 
line classes “aren’t for every- 
one,” as some students do prefer 
the face-to-face aspect of a tradi- 
tional course, but she enjoys the 
fact that different course options 
allow for the “celebration of di- 
versity in learning styles.” 


NASA rocks the world with new planets 


NASA discovers 
seven new planets to 


share with the world 
By AMANDA WEYDEMANN 
Correspondent 

Residents of Haverhill, stu- 
dents in all schools, humans of 
Earth, all of us just had our uni- 
verse got turned upside down, 
when NASA informed us that 
Pluto is not technically a planet. 

Our universe has been almost 
turned back or even sent spiraling 
out of control from the moment 
NASA announced there has been 
a discovery of the opposite news. 

Not just news of one planet... 
news of seven! The discovery 
was made possible via NASA’s 
Spitzer Space Telescope. 

The group of planets have 
been labeled TRAPPIST-1 Sys- 


tem. 

Each of the planets are la- 
beled simply “b-h”. TRAPPIST-1 
System is located about 40 light 
years away from the system in 
which we reside in; which as in- 
timidating as that sounds it’s in 
fact not that far from us. 

Along with being close to us, 
the seven exoplanets b through h, 
orbit closely to one another even 
so, close to their major star. 

Due to the odd proximity with 
the star that is smaller than our 
sun, three of the exoplanets are 
thought by NASA’s scientists that 
they have a high possibility of 
sustaining life. 

More research needs to be 
done about those and the fact if 
they can support life. The seven 
of them also do not look to have a 
large range in size; and to put into 
perspective are similar in size to 
our home; Earth. 


The James Webb Telescope 
that will begin being used in 2018 
is seeming hopeful to helping 
us find solid answers about the 
TRAPPIST-1 system and if this 
is where we can find life outside 


TRAPPIST-1 System 


our solar system. 

You can learn more about 
what is known, left to be discov- 
ered and observe various visuals 
from NASA’s website: 


Photo Courtesy 
https://www.nasa.gov/ 


press-release/nasa-telescope-re- 
veals-largest-batch-of-earth-size- 
habitable-zone-planets-around 
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NECC responds to cuts continued 


By GENEVIEVE SCHERER 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 
Greenslade suggests for stu- 
dents to “Reach out to your neigh- 
bors, your families, and your 
friends and let them know what 
a great school Northern Essex is 
and encourage them to enroll. On 
campus, be sure to get involved 
\with the clubs and other activities 
that are important to you.” 
Student Senate Treasurer Ray- 
mond Florent reminds students 
that while the programs are cur- 
rently inactivated, they have a 
chance to come back if there is 
a high enough demand for them. 
‘He also wants students to know 
that newly introduced programs 
such as the culinary program are 
being partly funded outside of the 
school. “The culinary program is 
being funded from the state and 
downtown initiatives,” he said. 
He adds that all the programs 
are treated the same, and if there 
are any concerns about funding 
these programs, it is not coming 
out of anyone’s pocket. Florent 
also says that while the cuts may 
seem unfair, they were necessary 
because “There’s only 200 kids in 


these three majors, versus 2,000 
kids in another major.” 

Steven Surprise, liberal arts 
major and Haverhill Program- 
ming Chair of the Student Senate 
says that while he wishes the cuts 
were not necessary, the federal 
spending will not be supplement- 
ed in the way we would hope. 
He says that the Student Senate’s 
main goal is always to represent 
the students, and they did what 
they could to help keep the pro- 
grams. 

“Unfortunately, as a student 
senator, the power which I have 
compared to those in power 
above me is very minimal, and 
there are people that have a sole 
purpose of balancing the books in 
the school. Yes, the theater pro- 
gram was a great outlet for many 
people, but the senate did not de- 
cide for the programs to be cut. 
This was the board that decided 
to get rid of them.” 

Theater major and Lawrence 
Student Senate Vice President 
Nate Miller understands both 
the emotional side as well as the 
logistics that lead to the cuts. “T 
always want to help, especially 
that it’s my own program being 


cut, but I understand where the 
college is coming from. I don’t 
blame the college, they are doing 
what they had to do. I do think the 
theater and dance students have 
been very respectful about it, and 
they are having their mourning 
process. The problem now is the 
government. The government is 
taking money away from these 
programs, it’s not the school.” 
History major Grant Bellino 
speaks highly of the theater and 
all it has provided him and other 
students with. While he is not a 
theater major, he says that after 
being cast, he has seen the dedi- 
cation and energy that is put into 
each and every aspect of theater. 
“It’s completely crazy, in a won- 
derful sense.” He also adds that 
the Theater Director Brianne Be- 
atrice is not only a lovely direc- 
tor, but “She has completely rev- 
olutionized the way I have looked 
at theater, plays, and writing.” 
All students currently enrolled 
within the programs that have 
been cut will still have the oppor- 
tunity to complete their program 
and to.graduate. Greenslade says 
that although the Dance and The- 
ater majors are inactive, Dance 
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and Theater classes will continue 
to be taught at the college. She 
also says the school will contin- 
ue to support the Dance club and 
Top Notch Players. 

“Students who are interest- 
ed in starting at Northern Essex 
and transferring into a Dance or 
Theater program at a four-year 
college or university can pursue 
an associate degree in General 
Studies: Individualized Option.” 
Greenslade continues, “This is a 
customized program where stu- 
dents—working closely with an 
academic advisor— take a core 
of transfer courses and a tailored 
curriculum which is focused on 
the major the student wants to 
transfer into. Currently students 
who are interested in programs 
such as architectural design, ex- 
ercise physiology, fashion design, 
interior design, pre-veterinary, 
and plant and soil sciences can 
pursue this major.” 

As for the direction of the 
school after the program cuts, 
Glenn says he looks forward to 
the growth he will see within pro- 
grams that will be identified for 
additional attention and resourc- 
es, as well as new programs that 


are going to be added. “While it is 
never easy to inactivate programs, 
I believe the changes ahead will 
help make us a stronger institu- 
tion, giving us the resources to 
focus on areas with potential for 
growth. The reality is that we 
have limited resources, and we 
have to use those resources wise- 
ly. We can’t afford to continue to 
do things in the same way.” 

With regard to the newly pro- 
posed programs, Glenn says “The 
program audit also identified 
programs that have potential for 
growth and, based on the oppor- 
tunities the audit uncovered, we 
will be investing in and hiring 
faculty in three areas: Business: 
Hospitality and Culinary, Com- 
puter Information Sciences, and 
Psychology.” 

The student senate meets ev- 
ery Wednesday from 3 p.m. to 5 
p.m. in room A112 on the Haver- 
hill Campus. The meetings are 
open to everyone, and students 
are encouraged to attend meet- 
ings to share any concerns and 
ask questions. 


Pianist set to visit 


Constantine 

Finehouse set to 

per orm at NECC 
N'A 


LLEN SMALL Davis 
NECC Newsroom Writer 

Renowned pianist Constan- 
tine Finehouse will perform a 
solo concert at Northern Essex 
Community College on Sunday, 
March 26, at 2 p.m. in the Hartleb 
Technology Center on the Haver- 
hill campus, 100 Elliott St. 

Praised by “Rhein Main Pres- 
se Allgemeine Zeitung,” for his 
“interpretations of depth and ma- 
turity,” Finehouse has performed 
extensively in the US (including 
in California, Colorado, Con- 
necticut, the Carolinas, Florida, 
Georgia, Massachusetts, Mich- 
igan, New York, Rhode Island, 
Texas, Virginia and 

Washington) and abroad (in- 


cluding in Lausanne, London, 
Odessa, St. Petersburg, and Tri- 
este). 

Constantine Finehouse will 
perform Beethoven’s “Sonata in 
A-flat Major, Op. 110; Albeniz’s 
“Navarra’”; W. Boleom’s, “Roch- 
berg Variations”, and Schumann’s 
“Noveletten”, Op. 21. 

While this is a solo concert by 
Finehouse, he is also perform- 
ing for the season with the Essex 
Chamber Music Players (ECMP) 
who are in residence at NECC. 
Artistic director and NECC Mu- 
sic Professor Emeritus Michael 
G. Finegold says, “We are thrilled 
to have pianist Constantine Fine- 
house perform with ECMP for 
the season and perform a solo pi- 
ano concert.” 

General admission tickets are 
$15; NECC students with college 
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ID and kids 8-16 years-old are Constantine Firehouse, famous pianist, set to visit NECC 


free. 


on Sunday, March 26. 


UPCOMING 
THEATER SHOWS 


“Lone Star” (all male cast) 
and “Laundry and Bourbon” (all 
female cast) both one act plays 
performed back to back 


First cast: 

April 6-8 at 7:30p.m and April 
9 at 2p.m 

Second cast: 

April 12-15 at 7:30 p.m. 

Room E155 


Poet performing for White Fund 


Elizabeth Acevedo 
shares spoken word 
at El Hefni lecture 


By ELLEN SMALL Davis 
NECC NEwsroom Writer 

Poet, author, performing artist 
Elizabeth Acevedo will perform 
her original spoken word during 
a White Fund lecture on Thurs- 
day, March 30, at 6:30 p.m. at El 
Taller, 275 Essex St., Lawrence. 

This event is free and open to 
the public. Space is limited. 

The evening will begin with 
performances by local artists 
followed by Acevedo’s perfor- 
mance. 


Acevedo is the youngest child 
and only daughter of Dominican 
Republic immigrants. She holds 
a Bachelor of Arts in Perform- 
ing Arts from the George Wash- 
ington University and a Master 
of Fine Arts in Creative Writing 
from the University of Maryland. 
With more than 14 years of per- 
formance experience, Acevedo 
has toured her poetry nationally 
and internationally. She is a Na- 
tional Poetry Slam Champion, 
Cave Canem Fellow, CantoMun- 
do Fellow, and participant of the 
Callaloo Writer’s Workshop. 

She has two collections of po- 
etry, “Beastgirl & Other Origin 
Myths” (YesYes Books, 2016) 


and winner of the 2016 Berkshire 
Prize, “Medusa Reads La Negra’s 
Palm” (Tupelo Press, forthcom- 
ing). “The Poet X,” (HarperCol- 
lins, 2018) is her debut novel. She 
lives with her partner in Washing- 
ton, DC. 

The White Fund’s purpose is 
to have a free series of interactive 
presentations for Lawrence area 
adults, youth, and children. The 
audience is encouraged to seek 
wisdom, cultural enrichment, and 
intellectual enhancement by at- 
tending and participating. 

The views expressed in the 
White Fund Enlightenment Se- 
ries Presentations are the views 
of the speaker and do not neces- 


sarily reflect the views or policies 
of Northern Essex Community 
College. 

Funded by a generous finan- 
cial gift from the Honorable Dan- 
iel Appleton White, the White 
Fund Lecture Series has provided 
cultural conversation featuring 
well-known lecturers in fields 
such as history, literature, travel, 
the arts, and politics. The White 
Fund is collaborating with North- 
ern Essex on this series. 

For additional information or 
to be notified of upcoming events 
in the White Fund Enlightenment 
Series, contact Analuz Garcia at 
agarcia@necc.mas.edu or call 
978-738-7423. 
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Student creates periodic table 1 in Braille 


Student project led to a scientific creation 
accessible to people who are blind 


By: Saray DESIDERIO 
Campus Life 

Everyone has done a science 
project, there’s the generic volca- 
no, the Mentos in a Coke bottle, 
make your own Playdoh, maybe 
you’ ve even written a song, wrote 
a story, or drew a picture. 

Eight years ago, Chemistry 
Idol began with Professor Mike 
Cross, because he wanted “to 
show how you can have fun with 
chemistry, be creative, and learn 
something as well.” 

Chemistry Idol is an extra 
project where you are free to do 


anything as long as you can relate 
it to chemistry and or the class in 
some way. 

Over the years Cross said he 
has seen the standard poems, sto- 
ries, drawings, songs and home 
experiment.s He even has a Mup- 
pet of himself that a past student 
made him. But something that 
he’d never seen before was a pe- 
riodic table, or one of any great 
size and as creative the one that 
he found in his office on Dec. 15, 
2016, made by Isabel Ramos. 

When Ramos told Cross 
she wanted to do a Braille 


GG 


“J wanted to help the blind and 


visually impaired succeed in the future 

with this, by them utilizing it and help 
them through every stage of their educa- 
tion; their education should have to stop 
because they can’t figure out the atomic 


mass of an element” 


- Isabel Ramos 
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periodic t bis fd sede that she 


was going to do something on a 
piece of printer paper, or even 
really splurge and use a poster 
board. However, when talking to 
Ramos, she mentioned a trip to 
Home Depot. 

Ramos got the inspiration for 
project because in all her time 
spent at NECCO, now on her sec- 
ond degree, she had never seen a 
periodic table in a science class, 
never mind a Braille one. She 
says, “I wanted to help the blind 


EOL Ry 
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and visually impaired succeed in 
the future with this, by them uti- 
lizing it and help them through 
every stage of their education; 
their education should not have to 
stop because they can’t figure out 
the atomic mass of an element”. 

And so began a project com- 
pletely outside of her element. 

At Home Depot she bought 
a huge piece of plywood, sand 
paper, paint, permanent marker, 
and 360 screws, and in a friend’s 
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Photo by Sarah Desiderio 
spare room she made a Braille 
Periodic Table. 

She hopes that this will help 
the blind community because she 
“wants them to feel special and 
don’t have to be or made to feel 
left out.” 

Isabel Ramos’s American 
Periodic Table in Braille can be 
found on the second floor of the 
Science Building. 


FINISH WHAT YOU STARTED 
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology 


Earn your Bachelor’s Degree in 24 Months. 


¢ Tuition includes books and meals 

¢ Scholarships and financial aid to make your 
degree more affordable 

e Evening and weekend courses 

¢ Online, hybrid, and on-campus classes 

e Six terms over 24 months 

¢ Streamlined transfer process and personalized advising 


Bachelor of Arts in Psychology 


* This accelerated program is specifically designed for 
students with an associate’s degree or its equivalent 


(61-64 credits). 


Prepare for careers In: 


MERRIMACK 


COLLEGE 


NORTH ANDOVER, MA 


Clinical Psychologist ° 
Child/Pediatric Counseling ° 
Mental Health Counseling e 


Art and Music Therapy 
Social Work 
Human Resources 


www. merrimack.edu/psychdegree 
professionalstudies@merrimack.edu 


978-837-3576 
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Internshi 


By CLEO BriIGHAM 
Features Editor 


Student improves 
her workforce skills 
as a social media 
intern for Haverhill 
company 


With an increase of populari- 
ty in local, independently owned 
businesses, more people have 
been gravitating towards shop- 
ping small when they can. As 
this market flourishes, there’s 
an increased demand for jobs in 
the field. This semester, NECC 
Communications major, Keshani 
Hughes is experiencing the day to 
day operations of running a small 
business. 

Hughes works as a social me- 
dia brand ambassador for Rege- 
nie’s All Natural Snacks, a small 
pita chip company based right in 
Haverhill. As a part of the intern- 
ship course offered at Northern 
Essex, Hughes is getting hands 
on knowledge at her job in addi- 
tion to learning about profession- 
alism in class. 

When it came to applying to 
different internships, Hughes ex- 
plained that she’s a, “foodie” so, 
this job seemed to be the right one 


Time to transfer 


By CLEo BriGHaM 
Features Editor 


Former Observer 
Sports Editor reflects 
on his experience 
after graduating 


Whether or not students 
plan to move on to a four 
year school after graduating 
with their Associate’s De- 
gree, it’s always bittersweet 
when people move onto 
new opportunities. This is 
the case when it comes to 
Kyle Benson. Benson was 
the Sports Editor here at 
the NECC Observer for a 
total of four semesters. He 
recently graduated this past 
Fall semester with a degree 
in Liberal Arts: Journalism. 
Benson decided to continue 
his journalism education 
at Merrimack College in 
North Andover. “I really 


for her. Hughes began her studies 
at Northern Essex as a Business 
major, but decided to change to 
Liberal Arts: Communications 
after visiting a radio station. 
She spends around fifteen hours 
a week working to create and 
post content on both Regenie’s 
Facebook and Twitter handles. 
By doing this Hughes is not only 
improving her writing and editing 
skills, but also her Photoshop and 
web editing knowledge. Her goal 
for the brand’s social media out- 
reach is to build a solid fan base, 
as the company is still relatively 
small and lacks mainstream rec- 
ognition. 

While there are some draw- 
backs to being an independent 
startup, Hughes said that there 
are advantages to working within 
a smaller scale team. Hughes is 
able to work directly with owner, 
Regina Ragonese. This is helpful 
to Hughes as she’s able to get to 
know her coworkers on a personal 
basis. This more intimate setting 
allows her to get the one on one 
feedback from Ragonese. Hughes 
explained that she enjoys this op- 
portunity stating, “it’s helpful for 
me because it will make me grow 
as a brand ambassador.” 

Hughes also feels as though 
the position has helped her with 
time management _as well as im- 


Photo courtesy of Kyle Benson 
Fall 2016 NECC graduate, Liberal Arts: Journal- 
ism major, and Observer writer Kyle Benson 


proving simple writing skills like 
diction. Hughes finds the course 
helpful as the students get, “put 
out into the field to socialize, 
meet new people and network.” 
Although, it’s been difficult to 
balance school work and her in- 
ternship, Hughes explained that 
she has to commit to it like a sec- 
ond job. She was even offered a 
full time position over the sum- 
mer, which she plans to take. 
Moving forward Hughes plans on 
working to better her web design 
and event management skills. She 
hopes to coordinate promotional 
events, including distribution of 
Regenie’s chips on campus at 
NECC’s public speaking event, 
Speechapalooza on Wednesday, 
April 26 from noon until two in 
the afternoon. This is a great way 
for Hughes to further her public 
relations skills as a brand ambas- 
sador as well as showing students 
how they can support community 
owned businesses. 

Since the Spring semester of 
2014, NECC’s internship course 
has been cover topics like work- 
place behavior, emailing and 
cell phone etiquette, dressing 
appropriately in a professional 
setting and improving their ver- 
bal and written communication 
skills through the medium of 
journaling. In_an interview with 


p impacts local business 


Photo courtesy of Keshani Hughes 


Liberal Arts: Communications student, Keshani Hughes 


the NECC News Staff, Ashley 
Moore, the internship program 
coordinator, explained the im- 
portance of having an internship 
opportunities for students stating, 
“Internship experience is incred- 
ibly valuable to job seekers. In- 
ternship opportunities in college 


allow students to gain real world 
experience and to solidify their 
future career goals.” 

Students interested in partic- 
ipating in the NECC internship 
program are encouraged to con- 
tact Ashley Moore at 978-556- 
3946 or amoore@necc.mass.edu. 


like Merrimack, they have a 
great campus and obviously 
great programs, and every- 
one is very polite.” Benson 
stated. He explained that 
his classes at Northern Es- 
sex helped him prepare for 
the transition. He also noted 
that working on the Observ- 
er in his spare time specifi- 
cally helped in his commu- 
nications classes. 

Since then he’s been fea- 
tured in Merrimack’s cam- 
pus newspaper, The Beacon. 
“When I brought up all my 
qualifications and experi- 


ence to the student advisor 
and the editors, they were 
very excited to have me.” 
Benson explained. 

For someone  who’s 
transferred from a four year 
college, to Northern Essex, 
and then back to another 
university Benson has a 
lot of insight on what it’s 
like to move from school 
to school. Although his ex- 
perience at Merrimack has 
been very different from his 
time at NECC, he explained 
that he’s enjoyed attending 


both institutions and plans 
on finishing his Bachelor’s 
degree in in the following 
semesters at Merrimack. 

When it comes to trans- 
ferring, Benson offers this 
piece of advice for students 
who are continuing their 
education, “NECC is the 
perfect place to prepare for 
a four-year school, but once 
you get there, you have got 
to make sure you keep up 
your good work and not let 
your focus slip!” 


GOLD Sponsor: COVANTA 


Powering Today. Protecting Tomorrow. 


NECC'S 


FIFTH ANNUAL 


SATURDAY, MAY 6, 201 7 


Race Location: Northern Essex Community College's Haverhill Campus, 
100 Elliott St, Haverhill, MA 


Race Time: 5K starts at 10 a.m. Fun Run for children starts at 9 a.m. 


5K Entry Fee: NECC student fee: $10 with a valid student ID. (Students 
must present their NECC ID at check-in on race day to receive their bib 
number. If a valid student ID is not shown on race day the participant 
will be charged the difference between the student rate and the general 
rate.) General registration fee: $25. 


Proceeds to benefit the NECC Annual Fund, which provides support for 
student scholarships and academic programs. 


For more information or to register, visit www.campusclassic5k.com 
or contact Lindsay Graham at Igraham@necc.mass.edu. 
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Video game event PAX unleashed 


F emale students talk 
about their gaming 


experience at PAX 
By Kris Wason 


Correspondent 

Since Atari was introduced in 
1974 and the big boom of video 
gaming in the 1980s, including 
Nintendo video games, it’s been 
a staple in our culture for many. 

These days they have become 
so big they hold conventions to 
promote and enhance them, and 
there is none bigger than PAX. 

PAX, originally known as 
Penny Arcade Expo, is a three 
day event running this year from 
March 10-12. 

It is a series of gaming festi- 
vals held in Seattle, WA, Boston, 
MA, Melbourne, Australia, and 
San Antonio, Texas. 

“In 2004, the folks at Penny 
Arcade decided they wanted a 
show exclusively for gaming. 
| Sure, comics, anime, and oth- 
er nerd hobbies were cool, and 
| those activities all had their own 
| Shows... so what about games? 
| From that idea spawned a small 
| 4,500 person event in Bellevue, 


Tran 


sfer Information 
__ Wednesday, May 10 5:00-8:00pm 

_ Wednesday, May 24 5:00-8:00pm 

| Wednesday, June 7 5:00-8:00pm 

Don't Just Transfer to Bay Path, Transform Your Life. 


Washington, focused on the cul- 
ture and community that is gam- 
ing,” according to Paxsite.com 

For two NECC students, Rose 
Jarvis, Liberal Arts: Biology, and 
Crystal Willette, Liberal Arts: 
Psychology, they are going to im- 
merse themselves in that commu- 
nity and culture. 

Females have only recently 
been accepted into the gaming 
culture in what was once con- 
sidered a male dominated hobby. 
While they may be heading to the 
same event though their experi- 
ences. differ. 

Willette says, “This is my first 
time going to PAX. I am not too 
sure what to expect. I hope it is 
exciting and an amazing experi- 
ence.” 

While she is new to this world 
Jarvis is no stranger to this event. 
Jarvis says “I have gone to PAX 
for the past three years. PAX is 
an amazing experience. I love 
the feeling of being surrounded 
by people with similar interests 
and no one there has “beef” when 
it comes to the console war or 
whether or not that pc, personal 
computer, is better than console. 
It’s a place where people who 
play on all the different platforms 


eam 


BAYPATH.EDU 


588 Longmeadow Street Longmeadow, 
MA 01106 413.565.1235 transfer@baypath.edu 
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I feel like I’m the happiest person in the world when I’m sur- 
rounded by people who like the same stuff as me. I feel like Im 
allowed to be a nerd and no one is there to judge me. 


- Rose Jarvis 


can interact and it’s amazing.” 

According to  Paxsite.com 
PAX is a place gamers can go to 
play console games such as Play- 
station 4, pe games, and handheld 
games, such as the Nintendo DS. 

There will also be concerts, 
and live panels where gamers can 
meet famous gaming celebrities. 

Willette says “I am looking 
forward to meeting Markiplier [a 
Youtube video game critic] be- 
cause he is my YouTube hero.” 

While Jarvis says there is no 
competition over the consoles 
there is undeniably difference in 
preferences without the gaming 
community. 

Jarvis is a fan of Playstation 
while Willette prefers Xbox. Each 
will get their fill of console play 
and meeting their favorite game 


lives. 


matters. 


back on their journey 


By Maik Zorrok 
Correspondent 

Fun. Achievement. Helpful. These 
are only some of the words former 
students, who have transferred to 
four-year colleges after attending 
Northern Essex Community College, 
have to say when they decide to leave. 

Whether students enrolled due to 
subpar grades in high school, or de- 
cided to save some money, students 
who leave Northern Essex Commu- 
nity College consistently say that the 
school had a strong impact on their 


“The campus itself is pretty good 
looking, especially during the spring 
when the flowers and trees start to 
blossom,” Kevin Long said, a student 
who had attended Northern Essex for 
two semesters before transferring to 
UMass Lowell. 

“They offer a lot at Northern Es- 
sex. They have a nice library where I 
always studied,” Long said. 

“T always used to play some bas- 
ketball at the court, and the fitness 
center is not too bad, either.” 

While Kevin focused mainly on 
the campus, it’s the education that 


That’s why Jess Rinaldo, who is 
attending her first semester at Salem 
State University, loved Northern Es- 
sex Community College. 

“I had so many great professors, 


developers to see what the future 
holds for their favorite games. 

One interesting part is inter- 
acting with the experience. Some 
gamers who attend like to cos- 
play which is dressing up like and 
acting like characters from video 
games, movies, or comic books. 

These cosplayers really get 
into acting out the characters they 
are dressed as. 

Jarvis says “I do feel as dis- 
playing enhances the experience 
because it makes it that much 
more fun to be there. When some- 
one says ‘oh look! There’s poison 
ivy!’ It makes me feel like my 
hard work was validated.” 

Willette adds that dressing up 
helps find like-minded people 
and allows new friendships to 
happen. 


pez, 


Jarvis sums up the event for 
her saying “I feel like I’m the 
happiest person in the world 
when I’m surrounded by people 
who like the same stuff as me. I 
feel like I’m allowed to be a nerd 
and no one is there to judge me.” 

Gamers like Jarvis and Wil- 
lette add to the influx of female 
characters in video games. When 
they go to events like PAX they 
show developers that Females 
are in their market and want to 
play their games. PAX allows 
this positive influence and while 
this year’s event has been sold 
out for months those that have 
bought passes get to see firsthand 
the future of an always changing 
lifestyle. 


Reflecting back 


NECC alumni look 


and they take the time to make sure 


everyone is learning,” Rinaldo said. 


“You obviously have to put the 


work and dedication into it, but when 
you have helpful professors, who will 


did. 


they really do care about the students, 


take time out of their day to meet with 
you and help you through the mate- 
rial, it makes a huge difference,” Ri- 
naldo said. 

Campus life and the quality of pro- 
fessors are two huge components of 
having a good school, but there is one 
left. Affordability. 

“Northern Essex Community Col- 
lege is a great school. The campus is 
nice, the professors are awesome and 
there are tons of features that help 
students. But what really helps is how 
affordable it is,” Zach McDonald, for- 
mer student said. 

A lot of students plan to go to 
Northern Essex to finish their prereq- 
uisite courses before transferring to 
a four-year college in order to save 
money, and that is exactly what Zach 


“Money is obviously a huge part 
of picking which school to go to. You 
don’t want to go to one too expensive 
or else you’re paying debt off for the 
rest of your life. That’s why I chose 
Northern Essex. I saved a ton of mon- 
ey, and now I’m attending UMass 
Boston, and will not be in a ton of 
debt,” said McDonald. 

Whether it is for the campus, the 
professors or saving a pretty penny, 
Northern Essex Community College 
has clearly had a huge impact on a lot 
of former students. 


Sports 
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NECC Knights travel to Florida 


By Travis BARRETT 
Sports Editor 

Baseball team off to a 2-6 
start for Spring training 
but are still making good 
progress 


The NECC Knights kicked off 
day one of spring training down 
in Florida this past Tuesday and 
opened with two tough losses 
against Brookdale Community 
College. In both games they sur- 
rendered multiple late game runs 
at either the sixth or seventh in- 
ning, losing 6-1 and then 7-4. 

With strong competition down 
in Florida the team will get all 
they can handle after coming off 
an impressive season finishing 
second in the nation at the NJ- 
CAA Division III World Series in 
Kinston, NC. They finished last 
season going 22-14 and sweeping 
the Massasoit Community Col- 
lege in the Region 21 best-of-3 
tournament while earning a spot 
in the World Series line-up. 

The following day of the 
Knights trip went better bringing 
in a flurry of runs against Oakton 
Community College, scoring 14 
in total. Although they gave up 
10 runs in the win. Evan Glew 
the left handed starting pitch- 
er gave up eight earned runs in 
four innings, although Glew tal- 
lied in six strikeouts in the game. 
So there might be some room to 
tighten up his mechanics in his 
throwing motion. 

Later that day the Knights lost 
the next game because they were 
unable to put any runs on the 
board past the third inning. OCC 
ended up pulling away in the last 


few innings winning 5-4. 

The Knights got a few days rest 
before starting back up on Friday 
to get their true test against Row- 
an College at Burlington County 
and unfortunately were not up for 
the challenge. Rowan is ranked 
number two in Division III. The 
Knights dropped both games 8-5 
than 11-1. In the second game all 
three Knights pitchers gave up six 
hits in two innings pitched. 

On Sunday they went up 
against Rainy River Communi- 
ty College and split both games 
winning the first 7-3 and losing 
the second 9-8. In the first match- 
up the Knights were able to pull 
away in the fifth inning scoring 
three runs in the fifth and held 
onto the lead. Corey Imbriano a 
right handed pitcher finished the 
whole game and only surrendered 
three hits and three earned runs. 
He finished the last four innings 
scoreless. 

The second game the Knights 
seemed to be playing catch up the 
whole game. Sadly the Knights 
were not able to pull close 
enough to bring the game to extra 
innings. They scored two runs in 
the seventh but couldn’t seal the 
deal on the comeback. Ryan Col- 
lins finished the game 3-4 at the 
plate with two RBI’s and Xavi- 
er Nunez finished 2-3 with two 
RBI’s as well. 

The team is meeting their ex- 
pectations with the most import- 
ant things coming from gaining 
team chemistry and getting to 
know one another. They play 
their next game Thursday against 
Massbay Community College. 


Photo courtesy of Sue MacAvoy 


NECC #28 Xavier Nunez leads off at first base. 


NECC #14 Corey Imbriano winds up for the pitch. 
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Photo courtesy of Sue MacAvoy 


Photo courtey of Sue MacAvo 


NECC baseball player meet by third base and break huddle down in Florida. 
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Should the bleachers be moved? 


a TRAVIS BARRETT 


Sports Editor 
ome players and attendees 


find the lack of seating area 
a problem at games 


With the up coming baseball 
and softball seasons approaching 
there has been some discussion 
around campus on whether or not 
the bleachers by the soccer field 
should be moved. 

The bleachers would have to 
be in a spot that both accompa- 
nies viewership for both the soft- 
ball and baseball fields, accord- 
ing to Sue MacAvoy Coordinator 
of Athletics. It only makes sense 
to put the bleachers in an area that 
would satisfy both audiences. 

For a spectator’s perspective 
it’s easy to think that it should 
be an easy fix to just move the 
bleachers no one’s using by the 
unused soccer field, although the 
logistics behind it is a little more 
complicated. 

First with all the snow on the 
ground after this past storm it 
would be impossible to move it 
at this moment. Even after the 
ground melted it’s going to be 
wet and soft and it won’t be ready 
to handle the weight of a dozen or 
more people. So there’s a chance 
the bleachers wouldn’t be level 


~_which is a safety issue. Without 


the snow there may be a chance 
with an addition of the bleachers 
the ground would have to be ad- 
justed to level it properly, MacA- 
voy mentioned. 

Sometimes. when all the 
snow’s gone the season’s almost 
over and there’s only a couple 
weeks left in the season so there’s 
really no time to move it, accord- 
ing to MacAvoy. 

So the big question is where to 
put it? 

First off MacAvoy would have 
to discuss the possibility of this 
with the maintenance crew and 


get their approval, at this point 
the idea hasn’t been brought up 
with them. Moving the bleachers 
is also another job in itself. The 
campus would need “heavy ma- 
chinery to move the bleachers,” 
MacAvoy says. 

The bleachers couldn’t be 
moved into leftfield of the base- 
ball field because that would be 
in the softball outfield. And put- 
ting it behind home plate gives a 
darkened out area because of the 
reflection of the water, according 
to MacAvoy. Also home plate 
is close to the road and with the 
sound from the cars would be 
distracting as well as they don’t 
want to encourage children to be 
back by the road. 

The best place MacAvoy says 
is in the, “outfield just outside the 
softball and baseball fences.” 

Some players are tired of not 
having the attendance they feel 
they deserve at games. 

Damian Gibson an outfield- 
er who’s a freshman says, “a lot 
more people would go to game 
when they don’t have to sit on 
the ground.” Gibson felt pret- 
ty passionate about the fact that 
the team should have more rec- 
ognition when they’ve won five 
straight division titles and are 
looking for a sixth. 

Nodine Webster a former soft- 
ball pitcher here at NECC says 
she, “hates sitting on the ground 
when I forget a chair.” 

Both softball and baseball 
have done very well respective- 
ly in their sports and feel they 
deserve those bleachers at their 
games for their fans. They want 
more people out there to support 
the team as well as the school. 

Hopefully for Webster’s sake 
the bleachers can be moved in 
a location that pleases every- 
body and everyone can enjoy the 
games but for now we play the 
waiting game. 


Photo by Travis Barrett 
Shot where the bleachers would be viewing the baseball field. 


. Photo by Travis Barrett 
Shot where the bleachers would be viewing the softball field. 
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“ARQ S2H OCR Fr MaOaAAMe 
—MPUUEwWUOCxM MeO DAMA 
OMMMAACOOHRWDWMAaA rcs 
ARANQHSANQAMRAAIM YK 
WHOMUAAHNaOrAHAwWws 


APRILFOOLS 
BASEBALL 
BIRDS 
BLOOM 
BUNNIES 


Just for Fun 
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April showers bring May flowers 


VQOMRHUErARHnAORAMN 
NAC ECQCHWANHA PE Zz OW YH 
AAROWMNRPWHE Sa eK 
AYAMNGKOrRrQERFNYPrmAVAaas 
VWOMOHONHAUAKHAO1|NH 
GAz~Anc taermue Pa BHA 


BUTTERFLIES 
EASTER 
EGGHUNT 
FINALS 
FLOWERS 


NPUuonmadkA tM ABMHmAAN 
MmaoyWDaQnWDWRAHQQUHSHY 
FeMUCHNnNAOFrPFaMABAwWAA 
FroamMnAUNBmZnNnnAmMmaArPrar 
PHADRAMARARMNAAWOHArws 
“AaAmnvoruaQnaznFwoacwiITKamn 
POW xs BRHHORMDAWWOCH 
NPrroworx SaMnNwMeroUC YY 
QOBAWUEKHANRANHBAaAOtS 


GARDEN 
GRASS 
GREEN 
MARCH 
MAY 


MPeDMmHOH SAHA AKOUDA 
AAHAARUVUIKPNAAHnNAGe 
ORBAHQAHArBAASAwWPaAoO S&S 
AUAUNAHEFRMAACARKYE KS 
MWAONGQHMEPANQMBAHG 
AUPHADNrOOBMMtH Dh YP 
DHDHVARAMNYPYPAACA 
=Z=OUVHNANHNVADAURUVUOCO 
ARarananaunwwnanxkak 


PLANTING SPROUT 
PUDDLES STUDY 

RAIN SUNSHINE 
SCHOOLSOUT WARMWEATHER 
SPRING WINDS 


Jack is back: the return of the samurai 


Samurai Jack 
returns with a new 
plot this March 


By JARED RICHARD 
Correspondent 


It has been over a decade since 
Genndy Tartakovsky’s magnum 
Opus aired on television for the 
final time, with that being his hit 
animated series Samurai Jack. It 
aired on Cartoon Network from 
2001 to 2004. 

Since 2004 Tartakovsky has 
always felt disappointed in the 
fact that he never was able to con- 
¢lude the story of the series. 

The overall plot of the series 
takes place in feudal Japan, with 
the age of the samurai. 

An ancient evil from the dis- 
tant past, known as Aku, returns 
and wreaks havoc on the world 
for many years until a nameless 
samurai (who is later referred to 
as Jack) steps forth to end the 
reign of Aku’s treachery. 

Before Aku is struck down for 
good, he tears open a portal in 
time and throws Jack into the dis- 
tant future where Aku has already 
taken over the world. 

After being thrown into the fu- 
ture, Jack must learn to adapt to 
his surroundings and deal with a 
variety of different locations and 
characters. 


He must also try to fight off 
Aku’s minions, and hopefully 
find a way back to the past to de- 
feat Aku for good. 

The series mainly focuses on 
Jack’s attempts to return home 
while dealing with whatever the 
show throws at him and overcom- 
ing these obstacles. 

Season 5 takes place fifty 
years after the events of the last 
season and we see that Jack is a 
lot different than the last time we 
saw him. Not many would make 
this assumption seeing that Jack 
hasn’t aged at all due to Aku’s 
magic. Jack is also sporting long 
unkempt hair and a full beard. 

More importantly, Jack has 
seemed to have forgetten who he 
is and also forgotten his purpose. 
With all this at stake, season 5 
sets out to conclude Jack’s story 
as he sets out to find himself and 
hopefully return home. 

Unlike the previous seasons, 
which aired on Cartoon Network, 
season 5 will be aired on Adult 
Swim (which is the adult side of 
Cartoon Network). 

With the show being on Adult 
Swim, Tartakovsky has more 
room for darker themes and more 
violence. 

“We changed a lot of stuff. 
What it does, it’s a very mature 
story rather than gory. That’s the 
difference. We could have easily 
gone gory and made it Kill Bill, 


that type of gore. But that’s not 
Jack. It’s still stylistic and much 
designed. You’re trying to do it 
tastefully rather than gory,” series 
creator Genndy Tartakovsky stat- 
ed about the shift to a darker tone 
for the series. 

While the series creator cer- 
tainly has a lot to say about the 
series’ return, what about stu- 
dents at NECC? 

Student Kyle Wood stated, 
“While I wasn’t a huge fan of the 
show growing up, | did however 
really enjoy it when it was on TV 
(recently), and I think it’s a good 
idea having it be on Adult Swim 
since they can get away with 
darker themes, seeing as a lot of 
people who watched the show 
back in the day are adults now.” 

Patrick Mooney of NECC also 
stated that he believes it to be a 
great idea having the series return 
to Adult Swim. 

“I really enjoyed the banter 
between Jack and Aku, and I was 
also able to jump into the show 
at any time and not be lost in the 
story,” said Mooney. 

Season 5 certainly has a lot to 
live up to as it concludes Jack’s 
story and hopes to please-its fan 
base in the process as well. 

Samurai Jack season 5 aired 
on March I Ith at 11p.m. on Adult 
Swim. There are new episodes 
every Saturday night at 11p.m. 


The new Samurai Jack, 2017. 


